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Message from the Secretary
Elliot Yeske

Hello Everyone, by now I am sure a lot of you are start-
ing to mate up your birds. Here in the Northland it is 
just starting to get more bearable with temps fi nally above 
zero. A few things we need to do, you should look at our 
membership list and check your expiration date to see if 
your dues are up to date. Please get them to me as soon as 
possible. Members not paid by March 15th will be dropped. 
The subject of bands, we are just about sold out of the 
muffed size (11mm) but we will still have several clean leg 
bands (8mm) to sell. Remember you can use these on other 
clean leg breeds besides swallows. Bands are 35 cents each 
and $2 for postage and the mailer. Have a good breeding 
season everyone.

President's Report
Perry Mueller 

Newsletter of the United Swallow Club

I’m writing this message in late January and it is still winter 
here in Missouri. It’s cold and snowing outside, the birds are 
still broken up, and I’m waiting for some warm weather to 
spend some needed time to go through the birds. It is still 
early, I suppose.

The biggest news to the swallow fancy is that Bob Benson 
received the NPA Master Breeder award this year.  Congratu-
lations to Bob, it is well-deserved. No one in the swallow 
fancy puts a fi ner group of show birds out there than Bob.  
His blue and silver check Silesians are outstanding.

In this bulletin, we will be accepting nominations for our 
Annual Show site and judge. I want to get this out early and 
vote in the spring to give everyone time to plan to travel, 
etc.  Gary will be publishing a list of qualifi ed judges. When 
nominating a show site and judge, there are some things to 
think about. For instance, are there any swallow breeders 
who live in the area?  What time of year is the show?  What 
are the travel conditions going to be like?  Will the judge fl y 
into the show site or drive? If a European judge is nominated, 
will there be a member who will be able to accommodate 
him or her? Tim Starr will be the election commissioner 
again this year and he will be checking with each judge to 
see if he or she is available for the location and date of the 
show nominated.

In the spring bulletin, we will be accepting nominations 
for club offi cers for the 2010-2011 terms. The fi nal voting 
will be in the summer.

Nominations are due for where to have our 
Annual Meet and the Judge for 2009 
(pick judge from list to the right or 
you may write in a European judge). 

Send all nominations by March 30 to Tim Starr: 

E-mail: timstarr@comcast.net 
Phone: 717-328-9751 or mail him at 

8804 Ft. Loudon Rd. Mercerburg, PA 17236

Elgible judges :
Mike Swanson
Leon Stephens
Perry Mueller
Gary Romig
Dave Harris
Steve Ball
Howard Angevine
Gloria Weisgram

Bob Benson



Purebred Pigeon “Breed of 
the Issue Feature”

Perry Mueller USC President
First of all, if you are not aware, the “Purebred Pigeon” 

magazine is our only pigeon magazine in the US now.  Besides 
their normal articles and ads each month, they put out what is 
called the “Breed of the Issue Feature”.  The center part of the 
magazine features articles and ads about a specific breed.

March/April 2010 will be about swallows.  This gives 
us about one full year to come up with some articles and 
ads.  I just got off the phone with Larry Hart and will now 
try to pass some information on to you about some of the 
details.

If you have any questions, feel free to call Larry or Doratha, 
they welcome your questions.  All articles and ads will be 
sent directly to the Purebred Pigeon magazine.  They will 
publish articles and pictures at their discretion.  If you send 
ten articles and ten pictures each, they may not publish 
them all.

Please don’t let me discourage you.  We need a lot of good 
articles and photos.  I believe we can put out a great special.  
All swallow advertising is 20% off except for the front page, 
which the swallow club already has purchased.  Space, such 
as the back cover and centerfold, will be sold on a first come 
first serve basis.

Fortunately, Doratha will help us with our ads.  If we send 
her the copy and photos or even e-mail it to her, she will 
put it together and have you proof it before printing.  If you 
are good with the computer and want to design it yourself 
and e-mail it to her in the format she needs, then that will 
work, too.  

The deadline for ads and articles is February 15, 2010 so 
start planning and writing now.

 NPA Master Breeder 
Robert Benson 

By Gloria Weisgram
Bob Benson of Northfield, Minnesota has received the 

NPA Master Breeder Award at the 2009 NPA National 
Convention. He joins breeders Lyn Hummel, Bill Griebel, 
Dave Harris and Perry Mueller  as  USC master breeders. A 
NPA Master Breeder recipient must be able to demonstrate 
the skill and ability to produce pigeons of outstanding quality 
that continually win top honors at well known American 
pigeon shows over a period of 10 years or more.

Bob joined the United Swallow Club (USC) in 1992.  
Before that time, he had raised a variety of different breeds 
of pigeons, including swallow pigeons. In 1995, at a show 
in Des Moines, he purchased a pair of blue check Silesian 
swallows at the club auction.  Shortly after that, Bob acquired 
two check hens from Cal Breadhoff of Grandville, Michigan 
and went on to create a small stud of  check swallows. He 
quickly began his climb to the top, winning the National 
Young Bird Show in 1997 & 1998. 

In 2000, Bob had the Reserve Champion at the Grand 
National in Milwaukee and his first E rating. 

By 2002, he had both the Champion and Reserve at 
Louisville, the top young bird at Des Moines and the Grand 
National winner in Tacoma, which received an E rating from 
Hans Schipper of the Netherlands. 

There has been no slow down as Bob added another major 
win with an E rated check at Des Moines in 2004. He has 
had the top Louisville young swallow from 2005 - 2007 and 
Reserve Champion 

This past season. He followed with his latest win at our 
USC annual meet when judge Bill Griebel selected his silver 
check OC as the top bird at Des Moines. Bob may very well 
be one of our clubs most winning and respected breeders. 
What is so incredible is the short amount of time it took 
him to achieve this level of success. 

Bob has been elected as our USC Central District Director 
for his fourth term. He is generous in helping young people 
get started with swallows. Each year, Bob has given birds to 
our club auction.  He willingly sells or gives quality birds to 
anyone interested in getting started in swallows and is always 
available to help a fellow club member. 

Bob is a wonderful example of a great pigeon breeder, a 
credit to his club and a fine supporter of the pigeon and  
hobby! Congratulations Bob!

USC Financial Report 
Aug, Sept, Oct, Nov, Dec, 

2008
Beginning balance 2398.71

Income:        
Bands, Dues 
Des Moines Auction  1,269.75

Expenses:        
Checking fee for Aug, 18.00
Sept, Oct, Nov, Dec, Jan
USPS (postage bands) 17.57
Bill Griebel (judge) 420.00
NPA 2nd half band order 450.00
NPA affiliate dues 20.00
NYB show ad 50.00

Ending checking balance: 2692.89

Grand National 
Champion 

January 2002
Tacoma 

Washington 
Silver Checker 

Bob Benson



Blue check 2007 Champion at the NYBS. 

2003 NYBS champion Silver Check 

Champion at the Annual Meet in Des Moines. Bob Benson’s young cock Blue 
Checker Silesian. Rated “E” . Photo by Nancy Pinke

Best Young Swallow 2002  USC Annual 
meet in Des Moines

2006 annual meet; Best Silesian and 
Reserve Champion, Blue Checker, Bob Benson

Art by Gary Romig

Bob Benson's winners



Swallows & Shields from the Show in Zwönitz
 January 10 & 11 2009 Photos: Andreas Reuter  Groitzsch             

Plainheaded blue spangled Saxon Shield
 95,Werner Grund

Single crested  red white bar Saxon Shield
97, Helmut Löser

Single crested  black white bar Saxon Shield
96, Günter Priemer

Blue spangled Saxon Wing Pigeon
 96. Erhard u. Jonas Wolf

Red spangled Saxon Wing Pigeon
97 Jürgen NollSilver check Saxon Wing Pigeon

 97,  Andre Meinel

Silver white bar Saxon Wing Pigeon
 96,  Jörg Kühne

Black white bar Saxon Wing Pigeon
 97,  Egbert Bierig

Silver check plainhead SaxonWing Pigeon
97, Karl Wünsche

Blue spangle plainhead SaxonWing Pigeon
96, Christoph Klemm

Black white bar plainhead SaxonWing Pigeon
95, Wolfgang Merk

Yellow white bar plainhead SaxonWing Pigeon
96, Helmut Löser

Red white bar Saxon Swallow
97,  Klaus Hentschel

Black spangle Saxon Swallow
95,  Günter Gottwald

Black white bar Saxon Swallow
97, Jörg Pötzsch



USC Membership February 2009
Albrecht,Rich
4295 Boone Rd.
McAlester, Ok 74501
918-429-2215
ralbrecht@hughes.net 01/09

Albrecht, Joe
2746 Homeyer Rd.
North Tonawanda, NY
14120
716-693-8358 01/09

Angevine, Howard
815 Pleasant St.
Attleboro, MA 02703
brihowang@comcast.net 01/09

Ashton, James
399 Farnum Pike
Smithfield, RI 02917
james-ashton@live.com  01/10

Aultman, Mark
976 Hulaco Rd.
Arab, AL 35016-4469
akahahn@yahoo.com 01/09

Bailey, Frank
21506 E. Lost Lake Rd.
Snohomish, WA 98296
360-668-1371
frankbailey@verizon.net 01/10

Baker, Herbert
3313 Wayne Center Rd.
Lyons, NY 14489
dandd55@dishmail.net 01/09

Baker, Richard
3313 Wayne Center Rd.
Lyons, NY 14489
d a n d d 5 5 @ d i s h m a i l . n e t
315-946-6353 01/09

Ball, Steve
6379 Jamieson Ave.
Encino, CA 91316
s4nature@aol.com 01/11

Bartz, Kimberly
10775 102nd St.
Cologne, MN 55322
pigeonfokb@embarqmail.com
952-466-5603 01/10

Beals, Jay
274 Chickadee Circle
Highgrove, CA 92507
909-788-7606
jwbealsbeals@yahoo.com 01/10

Ben David, Gus
P.O. Box 1055
Oak Bluffs, MA 02557 01/10

Benson, Robert E.
5 Fareway Dr.
Northfield, MN 55057
507-645-7230 01/10

Besaw, Patricia
P.O. Box 181
Pelham. NH 03076
PatriciaBesaw@aol.com 01/09

Best, Horst
Birkenhof
65812 Bad Soden/Neuenhain
Germany

Bitter, Allen
3251 Rose Hill Rd.
Skaneateles, NY 13152
allenbitter@aol.com 01/10

Brown, Larry
7413 S 53rd St.
Omaha, NE 68157 01/10

Burkhardt, Klaus
Teichstr. 34
04626 Schmolln Germany

Chaney, Arnold
30544 Terrace View Ln.
Valley Center, CA 92082
a2chaney@aol.com 01/09

Curtis, Jon
889 W. Tyrrell Rd.
Morrice, MI 48857
Jcurtis11@tds.net 01/09

Cook, Mahlon
295 Bridge St.
Corning, NY 14830 01/09

Dauner, Georg
Hoherweg 6
87700 Memminggen-Eisenburg
Germany

De la Nuez, George
2350 Del Mar Way
Apt 103
Corona, CA 92882
georged@prodigy.net 01/10

DeClement, Ron
11179 Olde Princess Anne Rd.
Princess Anne, MD 21853 01/10

Dobson, Ross
1408 Boyd St.
Cornwall, Ontario
K6J1X1
Canada
613-938-2869
rdobson8@cogeco.ca 01/09

Eriksen, Bert
1 Lookout Lane
Ocala, FL 34482
berteriksen@aol.com 01/10

Griebel, Bill Jr.
3610 Whitestone Dr.
Pearland, TX 77584
blueblackbar@yahoo.com 01/09

Griebel, Bill Sr.
12032 Rio Hondo Pkwy.
El Monte, CA 91732
626-448-8565
griebel@worldnet.att.net 01/11

Harris, David
23901 Stottlemeyer Rd. NE
Poulsbo, WA 98370
Dharris39@att.net
360-779-7860 01/10

Hendricks, Kerry
225A NE 40 Rd.
Great Bend, KS 67530
khendricks@ruraltel.net 01/10

Holloway, David
30255 NW Evergreen
Hillsboro, OR 97124
dianne.holloway@verizon.net

01/10

Hornung, Ted
820 Wisconsin St.
Oswego, KS 67356 01/09

Houck, Sandy
144 Co Hwy 46
MT Vision, NY 13810 01/10

Jakubowski, Robert
8707 White Fawn Trail
Rockford, MI 49341
fawnlofts@charter.net 01/10

Jefferson, Kenneth
500 Rocky Meadow Rd.
New Salisbury, IN 47161
joejefferson@aol.com 01/09

Kennedy, Jeff
1781 Holly Grove Rd.
Lascassas, TN 37085
Mary.Kennedy@mtemc.com 01/09

Kocken, Ben
Noordparallelweg 32
NL-570
A X Helmond Netherlands

Kohnemann, Julia
Albert Schweitzer Str 8
76316 Malsch Germany

Kolinski, Raymond
215 Mexico St.
Boswell, PA 15531
rays_animal_paradise@yahoo.com
 01/09
Kreher, Rudi
Pestalozzistr 4
64839 Munster Germany

Kress, Gerald
W9971 Beechnut Dr.
Wautoma, WI 54982
920-787-1498
pigeonpl@centurytel.net 01/10

Landry, Scott
67 Weld St.
Wilton, ME 04294
207-645-4265
scottlandry1@verizon.net 01/10

Lawson, Bill
693 Montecito Blvd.
Napa, CA 94558
707-226-2121
billrlawson@yahoo.com
life member

Licht, Bernd
54149 R. R. 205A
Fort Saskatchewan, Alberta
T8L-3MO Canada
780-998-4976
berndl@telus.net 01/09

Lindbom, Chris
2966 60th Ave.
Wilson, WI 54027
celindbom@wwt.net 01/10

Lutz, James and Raven
116 Oak Brook Court
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 01/09

Mrowka, Rich
1190 Durham Rd.
Madison, CT 06443
ShirMrow@aol.com 01/09

Mueller, Perry
9836 Coventry St.
St Louis, MO 63123
314-631-3772
perrynsusie@charter.net 01/11

Nattenmiller, Erwin
Schlössleweg 7
87789 Worringen Germany

Navant, John
1020 Terry St.
Golden, CO 80401
navant@hotmail.com 01/10

Neuhofer Jr. Peter
Kleinlehenstrasse 24
A-5102 Anthering Austria

Nelson, Jud
1505 Pebble Court
Grove, OK 74344
918-786-3885
judnjudy@sbcglobal.net 01/10

Parrott, Rolly
302 Olive St.
Atlantic, IA 50022 01/10

Pool, Joe
11832 Yvonne Circle
Lower Lake, CA 95457 01/09

Rau, Karl
29 Windsor Rd.
South China, ME 04358
krau@pivot.net
207-445-3718 01/09

Redmond, Ariel
706 Black Oak Dr.
Mokelumne Hill, CA 95245
arielredmond@yahoo.com 01/0

Ripper, Stephen
1195
W. Sawmill Rd.
Quakertown, PA 18951
srips@verizon.net 01/10

Roelofs, Wout
Baron d’Osystr. 22
NL-6602
Bl Wijchen Netherlands

Romig, Gary
PO Box 152
Patagonia, AZ 85624
520-394-2174
gromig@theriver.com 01/11

Schipper, Hans
Nijverdalsestr 106A
Nl-7642
LG Weirden
Netherlands
Hans-schipper@planet.nl

Schultz, Alice
26 E. Elk Lane
Pottsville, PA 17901
jaas2003@webtv.net 01/09

Sciame, Michael
959 N   Niagara Ave.
Lindenhurst, NY 11757
pigeon726@hotmail.com 01/10

Sheehy, Patrick
44 Suncook Valley Rd.
Barnstead, NH 03218
SerenityFarmNH@aol.com
603-435-8164 01/09

Sizemore, Phillip
419 West Wind Dr.
Villa Rica, Georgia 03218
sizmo_99@yahoo.com 05/09

Skistimas, Kaylee
8727 S. Stillhouse Rd.
Oak Grove, MO 64075
(Junior Member)
kns1995@hotmail.com 01/09

Smith, Ron
9 N. 40 Rd.
Ponca, OK 74601
580-363-9809 01/09

Starr, Merle
8900 Lemar Rd.
Greencastle, PA 17225
pigeon8900@comcast.net 01/09

Starr, Tim
8804 Ft.Loudon Rd.
Mercerburg, PA 17236
717-328-9751
timstarr@comcast.net 01/09

Streeter, Dennis
18512 Hwy 30 West
Carroll, Iowa 51401
712-792-6157 01/09

Stephens, Leon
5238 La Madera Ave.
El Monte, CA 91732
taubenls@yahoo.com 01/09

Swanson, Mike
4800 Road 23
Ft. Lupton, CO 80621
303-857-0985 01/11

Tietze,   Bill
24901 Newport Ave.
Prior Lake, MN 55372
612-461-2195
billtietze@intergraonline.com 01/09

Van der Post, Paul
Vorrwillense Weg 1407
2806 ZG Gouda Netherlands

Van der Post, C.N.M.
Methen   6a
6904 GN Zevenarr Netherlands

Waldick, Rod
Box 44 
Teeterville, Ontario
NOE 1SO
Canada
waldo@kwic.com 01/09

Walsh, Frank
5386 Fir Ave.
Erie, CO 80516
303-828-2490 01/09

Wayne, Nathan
205 Rhode Island S.
Minneapolis, MN 55426
763-545-7313
nwayne@dsb-cpa.com 01/10

Webb, Charlie
3200 Olympic Dr.
Bakersfield, CA 93308
661-391-9736
Webb0873@sbcglobal.net 01/09

Weisgram, Gloria
508 S 5th St.
Moorhead, MN 56560
sky@gomoorhead.com 01/10

Wolf, Reiner
Annaberger Str. 38
09488 Schonfeld Germany
zfreinerwolf@aol.com

Wolfraham, Dirk
Bashgasse 3
07907 Schleiz-Oschitz Germany

Yeske, Elliot
21649 State Hwy 108
Pelican Rapids, MN 56572
ejy@loretel.net 01/10

Zahn, Werner
Wihelm Strasse 18
63179 Oberthausen Germany



Recent Photos by Ben Kocken from the 45th Dutch Color Pigeon Club Show 
and the Thuringer Color Pigeon Show in Barleben/Ebendorf Germany



Recent Photos by Ben Kocken from the 45th Dutch Color Pigeon Club Show 
and the Thuringer Color Pigeon Show in Barleben/Ebendorf Germany



BLUE SPANGLES: 
Thuringer Wing Pigeons & 

 Field Color Pigeons
 Dave Holloway 

30255 NW Evergreen
Hillsboro, OR 97124

503-648-7893 (prefer email) 
dianne.holloway@verizon.net

Muffed and Clean leg
Swallows

Perry Mueller
314 631 3772

perrynsusie@charter.net

President: Perry Mueller 
9836 Coventry St. 
St Louis, MO 63123  
314-631-3772
perrynsusie@charter.net

Vice President: Mike Swanson 
4800 Rd. 23 
Ft. Lupton, CO 80621 
303-857-0985

Secretary: Elliot Yeske 
21649 State Hwy 108  
Pelican Rapids, MN 56572
ejy@loretel.net

Canadian District Director: John Taupert 
610 Spencer St. S. E.  
Medicine Hat  
Alberta T1A 1Y7 Canada

Eastern District Director: Merle Starr 
8900 Lemar Rd  
Greencastle, PA 17225  
717-597-7760
pigeon8900@comcast.net

Central District Director: Bob Benson 
5 Fareway Dr. 
Northfield, MN 55057 
507-645-7230

Western District Director: Leon Stephens 
5238 La Madera Ave.  
El Monte CA  91732-1263
taubenls@yahoo.com

USC Officers for 2008-2010
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Bob Benson 
Hello - To all swallow breeders on this wonderful day

(the temp. this morning was -20°F; for three days straight!) 
I live in Minnesota South, Elliot Yeske and Gloria Weisgram 
live in the north, which has had -40°F. I’m sure most club 
members in Canada are also enjoying the snow and cold.

People often ask-how do the birds stand the cold? You 
keep the windows open? My answer; they are wonders! I had 
to replace the 40 watt bulbs in the water founts with 60’s to 
prevent freezing. Where in hell is our Global warming? The 
mating of our birds may be late this spring.

A few comments on the annual show at Des Moines; I 
think the quality of the birds entered was the best I have 
seen, they were very clean and well groomed, they looked 
healthy! I commend “Wee Wille Griebel” on his judging 
of course, but to award four “E”s impressed me!! This has 
never happened before-each of these birds deserved that rat-
ing! I believe that good or high ratings are the Manna that 
fuels any pigeon club.

Also I have in my possession a large collection of USC 
history in the form of letters, bulletins, etc., and all the 
A.P.J. Swallow specials. This history covers the years 1970’s 
and into the 1990’s. Most of these units were collected by 
Cal Breadhoff. There are many letters written by L.R. Hum-
mel, and of course by others. I’ve read most of this material 
and I find it interesting. I’m calling on you Club Members 
for ideas to best keep this material in the club. One way is an 
auction in the Des Moines next Dec. (that is only one)-let’s 
hear your thoughts on this.

Bob Benson
5 Fareway Drive 
Northfield, MN 55057 
507-663-7230
Also; the Swallow Club welcomes the new members! 

Swallows are wonderful birds, so have fun with them.
See vou at the shows.

News from the Central District


